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The OSeE, the UNIICR, the EU and thc CoE commend the political will of 
the four states involved in the International Conference on Durable Solutions for 
Refugees and Displaced Persons, encouraging them to LIse this chance to reach an 
effective political agreement on durable solutions for the remaining refugees and lOPs 
in the region. The eOlmtries of the region have undoubtedly made significant steps on 
the path of progress since the end of the armed conflict, so that they should be in a 
position today to reach finally an agreement on this crucial and multifaceted issue. 

The convening oftoday's Conference in Belgrade, five years after signing the 
Sarajevo Declaration, after a series of preparatory meetings in Belgrade, Zagreb and 

arajevo, is a clear sign that the four participating cowlh'ies, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Croatia. Montenegro and Serbia, recognize thell' responsibility to fultil their human 
dimension commitments and to continue their joint engagement in solving this long­
standing issue, thus promoting regional secw'ity and removing potential for future 
political grievances. 

We acknowledge that progress has already been achieved on a number of 
issues in all four states in resolving displacement issues during the course of the past 
decade. In this respect, we fully support etTorts of the states to seriollsly engage in the 
exchange of relevant data as one of the preconditions to reach common understanding 
of the scope of the problem and the number of refugees and displaced persons 
awaiting durable solution. We are convinced that corroborated and verifiable data 
would accelerate both return and integration process, while the right of refugees 
remains to opt freely for either oCthe two options. Indeed, in line with the principles 
of stabilization conflict prevention and strengthening of human rights, we underline 
that the settlement of refugee issues through a depoliticized inter-State dialogue aimed 
at elimination of all open issues of a post-contlict nature is a necessary precondition 
for the stability of the region. 

Therefore, we are urging the Governments of Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Croatia, Montenegro and Serbia to invest additional efforts in resolving all remaining 
issues that sti 11 affect refugees and displaced persons in the region, whereby a 
satisfactory and final settlement is yet to be found. The four Governments are 
encouraged to engage in joint actions to achieve durable solutions for the former and 
remaining refugees and internally displaced persons, and returnees within a 
foreseeable timeframc. To this end, the OSCE, the UNHCR, the EU and the Co 
encourage the [our Governments to agree at the conference 25 March to undeJ1ake 
the following actions and to establish a time scheduJe tor these actions: 




